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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils at Telford Junior are polite and articulate. They come to school keen and
ready to learn. Pupils experience a curriculum that gives them the potential to
achieve and succeed. Learning is brought to life through a range of experiences
throughout their time at the school. They attend trips to the Think Tank, the Houses
of Parliament and the Royal Shakespeare Company. Pupils enjoy these opportunities.

Leaders, including those responsible for governance, have high ambitions for the
pupils at Telford Junior. However, they recognise that some pupils could achieve
even more.

The school’s rules: ‘Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Ready’ are based on their
twelve values. Pupils behave well in lessons. They know what they should and
should not do. They told inspectors that they feel very safe and that there are adults
to help them if there are any problems. They say there are disagreements between
friends but bullying is rare and that staff help sort this out quickly, if it does happen.

Pupils appreciate that they have a range of clubs and activities available to them.
They enjoy the chance to attend residential trips, choir, steel pans, coding, guitar,
football, rowing and cooking. As one pupil said, There are so many. We do
everything.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have designed an ambitious curriculum. Teachers are enthusiastic and recap
previous learning well to help pupils remember what they learned previously. In
most subjects, leaders have identified the important knowledge that pupils need to
know and remember, and the order in which they need to learn it. Pupils develop a
detailed knowledge in these subjects. The learning taking place in some subjects is
not yet fully sequenced. Leaders are continuing to refine the curriculum, so that
pupils become highly skilled and knowledgeable across all subjects.

Training for staff has developed their curriculum knowledge across a range of
subjects. This is strong in mathematics and English. Effective assessment within
these subjects means that staff can accurately identify gaps in pupils’ learning. Plans
are in place to improve this aspect across other areas of the curriculum. At times,
staff do not check that pupils know what to do. This means that some pupils do not
complete the intended learning.

Pupils love the school library and look forward to their weekly visits. They enjoy
hearing their teachers read to them. Class books like ‘Stone Age Boy’, ‘Clockwork’
and the ‘Executioner’s Daughter’, fire pupils’ imaginations and links their learning in
other subjects. Leaders waste no time in assessing pupils’ phonics knowledge when
they join the school. Extra support and accurately matched reading books, help
those that need to catch up to do so.
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The special educational needs and/or disabilities coordinator works alongside staff
and parents to identify and support pupils with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND). Pupils with SEND have individual targets, so that staff can
identify how to support their learning. Sometimes, these targets are not precise
enough. Some parents told inspectors they felt that not all pupils achieve to their full
potential. Leaders recognise this and are keen to ensure that all pupils succeed
further. They have already identified that some pupils are capable of achieving more
in some subjects.

Behaviour in lessons is calm. Staff and adults have positive relationships. Most pupils
focus well and are keen to engage in their learning. The school provides high-quality
pastoral support. The picture of attendance is an improving one.

Leaders prioritise pupils’ well-being. They have created a curriculum which develops
pupils” knowledge of how to keep safe and living in the wider world. Pupils told
inspectors ‘stereotypes don't exist here - you can be who you want to be.” They have
an understanding of democracy and rules and can relate these to things they
experience at school.

Governors’ work with school leaders has considerably strengthened since the
previous inspection. Governors regularly check information and seek assurance of
leaders’ impact on the quality of education. They have an accurate view of the
school’s strengths and areas for further development.

Staff enjoy working at this caring and inclusive school.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff receive appropriate and regular training on how to keep pupils safe. This
enables staff to identify and report any concerns. School leaders follow up any
concerns effectively. They work closely with outside agencies to get the help pupils
and families need.

Leaders have suitable policies in place for recruitment and dealing with any
allegations against staff. The safeguarding governor works with the headteacher to
ensure that the school’s systems for keeping pupils safe are effective and meet
pupils’ needs. Pupils learn how to keep themselves safe in school and at home. This
includes the dangers they face online. Pupils are confident that staff will help them
sort out problems.
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What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B The curriculum in some subjects, such as art and design and history, does not
identify what pupils need to know, step-by-step across the year. When this
happens, pupils are not able to develop the subject-specific knowledge and skills
required to build on prior learning. Leaders should ensure that the curriculum in
all subjects clearly defines what leaders want pupils to learn and remember.

® In some subjects, staff do not check pupils’ understanding systematically. This
means some pupils are not clear about what they are expected to do. This leads
to pupils achieving less well in these lessons. Leaders should ensure that staff
make learning expectations clear and check for any misconceptions when
presenting work, so pupils can make the most of all of their learning time.

B Some pupils with SEND do not have precise enough targets to help staff know
what support they need to do well. This means that the teaching and support
that is given to pupils with SEND does not always enable them to make the
progress they should. Leaders should ensure that the ambitions they have for
pupils with SEND are fully realised through precise identification of their needs
and careful, well-focused teaching across the curriculum

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 125556
Local authority Warwickshire
Inspection number 10268257
Type of school Junior
School category Community
Age range of pupils 7to 11
Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 357

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Sara Maslowski

Headteacher Richard Siviter

Website www.telfordjuniorschool.com/

Date of previous inspection 3 —4 July 2019, under section 5 of the

Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school does not use any alternative providers.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

This was the first routine inspection the school had received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders and
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors held meetings with the headteacher and other leaders.

B Inspectors met with members of the governing board.

B The lead inspector had a telephone conversation with a member of the local
authority Task Force
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B The inspectors carried out deep dives in early reading, mathematics, science,
history and art and design. Inspection activities in these subjects included: lesson
visits, discussion with staff and pupils, meeting with subject leaders, and work
scrutiny. An inspector also observed pupils reading.

B Inspectors scrutinised a wide range of documents, including those related to
safeguarding arrangements, behaviour and attendance. Inspectors also reviewed
the school’s evaluation of its own performance and the school’s development
plans.

B Inspectors talked to staff about their role in keeping pupils safe. They looked at
the single central record, pupils’ safeguarding records, risk assessments, pupil
care plans and training records.

B Inspectors held informal and formal discussions with pupils and observed
lunchtime and breaktime.

B Inspectors reviewed responses to Ofsted’s Parent View, including additional free-
text comments. They also took account of responses to Ofsted’s online staff and
pupil questionnaires.

B Inspectors spoke to parents.

Inspection team

Donna O'Toole, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
Karen O'Keefe Ofsted Inspector
Ellen Taylor Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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